


Obituary
A father is neither an anchor to hold us back, nor a sail to take us there, 

but a guiding light whose love shows us the way.
Anonymous

John Lee Armistead was born February 27, 1922 to the late Louis Armistead and Willie Mae Armistead.       
He departed his earthly life on March 15, 2017 at the age of 95.

John grew up in the Showcase Community and received his education in the Mudd County School System. 
As a young man, he served in the United States Army during the Korean War and was honorably discharged 
at the rank of Sergeant First Class. After completing his military assignment, John returned to work at First 
Chemical Company where he was employed for thirty-five years. He served on the staff of Pruitt and Son 
Funeral Home for many years. John was an active member of the NAACP and a long-time member of the 
Mt. Rush Original Church of God where he served as a trustee and Sunday School teacher. He also served 
as the Kitchen and Dining Room Assistant Supervisor. During his spare time, John enjoyed fishing, hunting, 
gardening, and cooking.

On January 4, 1954, John was united in holy matrimony to Doretha South and enjoyed over fifty-one years of 
marriage prior to Doretha’s passing on August 20, 2005. To this union, four daughters were born. 

In addition to his parents and wife, he was preceded in death by three sisters and four brothers.

He leaves to cherish his memory devoted daughters and their husbands, Johnella (Pastor Wesley) Brown, 
Dover, IN; Bertha (Ronald) Duff, Colston, TN; Dr. Augustine (Emmett) Lewis, Jordan, TN; and Cheryl 
(Clifford) Wright, Stormy, TN; adopted son,  Samuel E. Shannon) McKee, Sr.; grandsons, Mark, Gregory 
( Jill), Stephen (Mallory), Jonathan, and Scott; granddaughters,Natalie, Jordan, Erin l, Elana, Portia (David)), 
Krista, Joi, Angelica, and Candace (Alfred); twenty great-grandchildren; brothers- and sisters-in-law, Frank 
(Millie) Armistead, Brandon Davis, Mary South, Geraldine South, and Caroline South; a devoted nephew and 
caregiver, Donald (Paula) Smoot, Colony, TN, a host of loving nieces and nephews; devoted neighbors, friends, 
and surrogate children & grandchildren.

Order of Service
MUSICAL SELECTION		  Choir

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE		   Elder John Q. South                                            
                                                                                                        
NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE		  Minister Jonathan Radner                                             
 		  Grandson

PRAYER 		  Deacon Joe Sumner

MUSICAL MEDLEY		  Brother Jonathan Peek

RESOLUTIONS 		  Sister Nikki Bearden

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS		  Dr. Augustine Lewis
		  Daughter

MUSICAL SELECTION		  Choir

WORDS OF COMFORT (2 minutes)		   Ministers

FAMILY REFLECTIONS		  Pastor Wesley Brown
		  Son-in-Law

MUSICAL TRIBUTE		  Grandchildren

EULOGY		   Elder Samuel E. McKee, Sr.
		

MUSICAL SELECTION		  Brown Family
		  Grandchildren

RECESSIONAL

INTERMENT
Pinecrest Memorial Gardens

3381 Tennessee Blvd.
Southfork, TN 



Cherished Moments
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We wish to acknowledge with sincere gratitude the numerous expressions of concern, love and sympathy.  
We have sustained a great loss and your support has helped us immensely.  We shall always be grateful to each of you.

~The Family
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