Obituary
Marcia L. Threatt, known to many family members and friends as Bee and to thousands of students
and parents as Miss Bee, left this world on October 24, 2018. It’s very likely that we will never see
her kind again.
Marcia began her nearly seventy-nine year journey on this earth on April 20, 1939. Her parents, A.D.
and Sally Threatt were popular community figures and well-known educators. Her father served as
principal of Caruthers School and taught 9th and 10th grades for a number of years until his death
in 1956 of cancer. Marcia was a senior in high school at the time. Her mother also taught in Madison
County and retired after thirty-eight years in the school system. She and her mother were extremely
close. Sally Threatt passed in 1995 having lived a full life. Recollecting the impact her parents had on
her, Marcia once wrote, “As far back as I can remember, my parents instilled in me the importance
of education, respect for authority and older people, belief in God, and a love for mankind regardless
of race, creed, or color.”
Marcia’s education began at home under the guidance of her parents. She completed grades 1-8 at
Howard’s Lane Elementary. She then attended the historic Hathaway High School where she made
her mark. There, she was a member of the musical Glee Club, National Honor Society, cheer squad,
and basketball team. She was voted “Miss Freshman” and “Miss Junior.” She was also salutatorian of
the Class of 1956.
Following graduation, she enrolled at Stewart University but would later transfer to Middle Iowa
State University. At that time, there were only a handful of Black students there – less than ten. But
Marcia (being Marcia) endured the hostilities, unfair treatment, and ignorant behavior of some of
the students who resented the nation’s integration efforts. She graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in 1960 and earned a master’s degree in 1964. In between those two degrees, she completed her
elementary certification at Wycliffe College and entered her chosen profession of education.
Briley Primary was Marcia’s home for nearly fifty years as was the first grade classroom. While that
feat – same school and same grade level for that great length of time– has yet to be confirmed as a
record for the Madison County School System, it remains an incredible testament to her passion for
teaching and commitment to helping students exceed expectations. The thousand plus students she
taught were the beneficiaries of her creativity, professional ability, and zest for life.
Yet, while Marcia enjoyed her profession, she also was engaged in the life of the community. For
over thirty years, she was a faithful Daughter of the Elks and served as treasurer for a lengthy
period. She was a staple at the E. A. Smith Elks Lodge and was known for making the best
(and perhaps the strongest) Long Island Tea around. Additionally, she was a long-tenured
president of the Wintergreen Graveyard Society, a member of the NAACP, and a supporter
of community causes. Marcia also enjoyed line dancing, aerobics, collecting photographs,
and cutting-up with most everyone. She also loved taking care of her dogs and cats. In years
past, she was an ardent supporter of baseball games played in the Big Hope community.
She was the worthy recipient of many professional and community awards and honors.
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Throughout her life, Marcia was quick to speak up for right regardless of who was being wronged.
She believed that too many were oppressed and she would not allow it to just happen without a fight.
Twenty-seven years ago, she revealed, “It doesn’t bother me to be a victim of society as long as justice
prevails. I am accustomed to being alone, standing alone, and being treated differently because my
accomplishments and aspirations have not been common. I detest dishonesty, negative manipulation,
deception, and racism.”
As a student of history and Black History particularly, Marcia was happy to help lead and support
the efforts that eventually produced the Hilltop-Walden Park in Nashville. The park’s main road is
named after her trailblazing father, A.D. Threatt. The picnic area bears the name of Lottie Harris,
Marcia ’s aunt. The pavilion is named in honor of her cousin Samuel Richardson. Photographs of
other family members are on display inside the park’s main building.
With regards to her Christian faith, Marcia loved the Lord and was an active member of Blue
River United Methodist Church where her father had also been a devoted member. Marcia served
the Lord with gladness at her church in many capacities including singing in the choir and leading
the youth group. She was often the first person to arrive at the church. “Through all endeavors, I’m
thankful to God for allowing me the opportunity to make a difference in lives, just as a difference
was made in mine,” she confessed.
Marcia never married and had no children. However, she was a mother to many in her family,
community, and school. She was fiercely independent and strongly believed in people doing for
themselves and not being dependent on handouts from others or the government. “I take pride in
the fact that I am happily single, not a parent, own my home, can afford some pleasures of life, take
care of my business, and do unto others as I want done unto me,” she noted.
Marcia leaves many relatives on both the Threatt and Smith sides of her family to mourn her passing,
remember her legacy, and learn from her life’s many lessons. Those relatives include Mable King
(aunt) and Tony King (uncle). Marcia ’s close kin cousins include Dave Windlen, Dennis Windlen,
and B.A. Windlen. Other cousins include Sherrie Oldham, Ruth Chandler, Valerie (Sam) Windlen,
Victor (Susan) Windle Kara (Matthew) Hancock, Willa Windlen, Macey Glam, Joey (Patricia)
Windlen, Stanley Windlen, Cyndi Windlen, Kara (Terry) Spitts; Anthony (Heather) Windlen,
Brady Windlen, and many more that Marcia loved and who loved her.
She will be missed by her colleagues and former students who were popularly known as the Cool
Kids. On her Madison County Schools website profile, she wrote, “Welcome to the Home of the
Cool Kids! I am dedicated to making a difference in your child’s education. If we communicate
regularly and support your child, much progress will be made. I look forward to helping students
reach their potential and working beyond expectations.” Well done, Marcia ; well done.
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WE HAD A WONDERFUL MOTHER

I NEVER SAW YOUR WINGS

We had a wonderful mother,
One who never really grew old;
Her smile was made of sunshine,
And her heart was solid gold;
Her eyes were as bright as shining stars,
And in her cheeks fair roses you see.
We had a wonderful mother,
And that’s the way it will always be.
But take heed, because
She’s still keeping an eye on all of us,
So let’s make sure
She will like what she sees.

How is it that I never saw your wings
when you were here with me?
When you closed your eyes and soared
to the Heavens I could hear the
faint flutter of you wings as you left.
Your body no longer on this side
your spirit here eternally I see your halo shine.
I close my eyes and see the multi-colored wings
surround me in my saddest moments
and my happiest times.
Mother my angel God has given you your assignment
always my mother forever my angel.
You fly into my dreams and when I am asleep
I feel your wings brush against my face wiping away
the tears I shed since I can no longer hold
you in my arms but in my heart.
You earned those wings dear mother
and you will always be me angel eternal.

Author unknown

YOU WERE THERE
Author unknown

You were there when we took our first steps,
And went unsteadily across the floor.
You pushed and prodded: encouraged and guided,
Until our steps took us out the door…
You worry now “Are they ok?”
Is there more you could have done?
As we walk the paths of our unknown
You wonder “Where have my children gone?”
Where we are is where you have led us,
With your special love you showed us a way,
To believe in ourselves and the decisions we make.
Taking on the challenge of life day-to-day.
And where we go you can be sure,
In spirit you shall never be alone.
For where you are is what matters most to us,
Because to us that will always be home…

Author unknown
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